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position very close to that of a Provincial provisional government. The meeting made the usual liberal demands for freedom of the press, freedom of religion, the arming of the people, and political autonomy for the territories of the Bohemian Crown with full equality of rights for both nationalities.1 Characteristic of the isolation of the Czech, as well as the contemporary German,2 intelligentsia from the immediate needs of the mass of the nation was the fact that Brunner had to add the demand for the abolition of feudal burdens to the prepared draft of the Wenzelsbath resolution.3 When such was the indifference of the intelligentsia towards their essential claims, we need hardly wonder that the Czech peasants, interested only in abolishing feudalism, did not interfere with the suppression of the Prague insurrection of June by the Imperial army.4
In the petitions of March 23 and 29, the Czechs demanded equality of rights for Czechs and Germans, a Bohemian Provincial Diet elected on as wide a suffrage as possible, a responsible Provincial government and a common autonomous and responsible government for the three historic Provinces of the Bohemian Crown, Bohemia, Moravia, and the Austrian part of Silesia. These were demands for " Bohemian state-rights" in analogy with the Hungarian. On April 8, the Imperial government granted the first three demands, deferring its decision on the last, and from the point of view of the future structure of the monarchy most decisive, to the all-Austrian National Assembly which the Government had been forced to concede by the pressure of the Viennese insurrection.
Very soon developments in Vienna contributed further to the intermingling of the two tendencies which had interfered with each other from the very beginnings of the Prague movement. While the Prague democrats expressed their sympathies with the Vienna insurrection of May I5,5 the Czech aristocracy took the opposite course. The Wenzelsbath Committee, as the virtually revolutionary National Committee (Narodrty Vybor) constituted on April ii, was recognised on May 29 by the Court and the aristocracy as the Provincial provisional government. The intention was evidently to make it a counterweight to the Central provisional government set up by the Viennese revolution.
1  The formula applied, " Czech and German one body 5I (see HelfTert, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 236-7), expresses the real opportunity for a democratic coordination of the Danubian nations.
2  See above, p. 156.                        3 See note 3 on p. 162.
4 Redlich, op. dt.9 p. 119,                5 Helffert, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 272-3.